Shopping during the holidays can be a great source of stress. The rising cost of goods only adds to the
challenge, making it harder to stay on budget. However, with a bit of planning and creativity, you can make
the most of the season without overspending. Here are a few tips to keep in mind this holiday season:

Shop with a Strategy: Plan your holiday shopping around sales, cashback offers, or price-matching
policies. Research deals online before heading to the stores, and always leave the house with a list.
Marketing is designed to make certain items seem like "must-haves," but sticking to a well-prepared list
helps you avoid unnecessary purchases and keeps your spending under control.

Use Rewards and Points: Do you have unused rewards or points on your credit card? Many retailers, like
Amazon, partner with credit card companies to let you apply points directly to purchases, saving you
money instantly. Additionally, some platforms offer exclusive discounts or promotional codes for
shopping through their portals—so take a moment to explore your options before buying.

Explore Local Markets and Secondhand Stores: Support small businesses or discover unique finds at
thrift shops and holiday markets. Not only are these options often more budget-friendly, but they also
provide one-of-a-kind gifts with a personal touch. Plus, when you shop local, your spending helps
strengthen your community—small business owners genuinely celebrate every sale.

Track Spending in Real-Time: Keep your holiday budget on track by monitoring your expenses in real-
time. Use a budgeting app or jot your spending down in a notebook as you go. Seeing the numbers laid
out clearly can help you stay mindful and avoid overspending, ensuring you start the new year on solid
financial footing.

Give Thoughtful, Non-Material Gifts: Some of the most meaningful gifts don’t come with a price tag.
Consider offering your time—babysit for a friend, teach a loved one a skill like cooking or crafting, or
create a memory with a shared experience. These gestures can leave a lasting impact without straining
your budget.

Automate Savings for Next Year: 1t’s never too early to prepare for next year’s holiday season. Open a
dedicated savings account and set up an automatic transfer of as little as $25 a month. By next December,
you’ll have $300 saved up—making next year’s holiday season a little less stressful.

Plan Potluck Holiday Meals: Hosting a holiday gathering? Make it a potluck! Ask guests to bring their
favorite dish or dessert, which not only lightens your workload but also saves money. Sharing the
responsibility creates a more communal, festive atmosphere.

Bundle and Consolidate Online Orders: Save on shipping costs by combining orders and meeting free
shipping minimums. Many retailers also offer extra discounts for larger purchases, so consolidating your
buys can help you save. This approach is especially helpful for families or groups exchanging multiple
gifts.

Set Spending Limits with Loved Ones: Talk openly with family and friends about setting spending limits
or agreeing on a gift exchange. This keeps expectations realistic and prevents anyone from overspending.
A Secret Santa or name-draw approach can also make gift-giving fun and manageable.

The holiday season doesn’t have to be a financial burden. By planning ahead, shopping smart, and
focusing on meaningful gestures, you can enjoy the magic of the season without the stress. Take a deep
breath, stick to your strategy, and remember: the holidays are about creating memories, not maxing out

your budget. Happy holidays!



