For Pete’s Sake: A Little CFO Wisdom for Everyday Money Moments

February 26 is National for Pete’s Sake Day, and we could not ignore the coincidence that our
Chief Financial Officer is named Peter. While the phrase is usually said in moments of
frustration or disbelief, it turns out it fits surprisingly well with a lot of everyday money
conversations.

If you have ever caught yourself saying “for Pete’s sake” about your finances, you are not alone.
Money has a way of sneaking into daily life, sometimes quietly and sometimes with urgency.
That is why we thought this was the perfect moment to share a few reminders inspired by the
kind of practical advice our CFO would give. Nothing complicated. Just simple ideas that can
make managing money feel a little less overwhelming.

For Pete’s sake - pay attention to the small stuff.

It is easy to focus only on the big financial moments like buying a home, paying off a loan, or
planning for retirement. But day-to-day habits matter more than most people realize. Checking
your account regularly, reviewing statements, and understanding where your money is going can
help prevent surprises and reduce stress. These small actions build awareness, and awareness
builds confidence.

For Pete’s sake - make a plan that works for you.

A financial plan does not have to be perfect or complicated to be effective. It just has to be
realistic. Whether it is setting aside money for emergencies, saving for a short-term goal, or
simply knowing what bills are coming up, having a plan gives your money direction. Life
changes, and plans can change with it. What matters is starting somewhere and adjusting as
needed.

For Pete’s sake - ask questions.

One of the most common things we hear is that people feel like they should already know the
answers when it comes to money. The truth is that finances are not one size fits all, and questions
are always welcome. Asking questions early can help avoid bigger issues later. That is where
personal service really matters. Having a conversation with someone you trust about your
banking options can make all the difference.

For Pete’s sake - think about future you.

Future you does not expect perfection. Future you appreciates effort. Small steps taken today can
create more options and flexibility down the road. Saving a little, planning ahead, and staying
informed are ways of taking care of yourself long term. It is not about doing everything at once.
It is about doing what you can, when you can.

At Bank of Lake Mills, we believe financial conversations should feel comfortable, honest, and
helpful. Whether you are just getting started, reviewing your options, or thinking about what
comes next, our team is here to help you understand the products and services available to
support your goals.

So, for Pete’s sake, take a moment to check in on your finances. Your future self will thank you!
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